Curriculum Coordinator, International Department

Since the beginning of the pandemic, the fields of teaching and communication have changed
drastically. Luckily, we only experienced distance learning for a short period of time in Taiwan.
However, it was during that brief period of time when we realized how important it is to integrate
technology without delay. As students returned to classrooms for face-to-face education, the school
rethought the role technology plays in parent-teacher communication and student learning.

Promptly Checking Your Child’s Learning

Children receive education from two equally important sources: school and home.
We firmly believe that maintaining an open channel of communication between parents
and teachers contributes to children’s educational success. With this in mind, we
employed the beneficial features of technology by creating an e-communication book
to create a bridge between parents and teachers.
The e-communication book allows parents to check
their children’s daily homework and teacher’s
comments using digital devices. Unlike the
traditional paperback communication book, parents
can now track their children’s academic progress
without needing to wait for communication books
to be brought back home. The homework is typed
and assigned directly by the teacher, which can
help everyone avoid any misunderstandings that
sometimes occurred in the past.

Have you ever wondered what your child has been
learning recently? The ID Announcement section in the
e-communication book also provides detailed reports, called
ID Review, revealing the latest projects your child has been
working on in both their Foreign English and Chinese English
Teachers’ classes. The KCFS Bulletin section explains
what interesting STEM project students are exploring, and
the English Village Newsletter shows you the daily living
skills they’'ve learned in English Village. In addition to these
reports, you can also find our test announcements and
semester reminders. All of these features give you a more
complete picture of your child’s school life.
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Effective Communication

Perhaps you need to have a conversation with your child’s teacher but find it
difficult to coordinate your schedule with theirs. Using the "comment” function in
the Parent section of the e-communication book can help you conduct an effective
dialogue without taking you away from your other responsibilities. This function
provides a secure space for teachers to answer any inquiries you might have about
your child’s learning. Not only can you message the teacher without worrying about
their schedule, it also lets you write more detailed messages and have clearer
communication. And again, you don’t have to wait for your child to deliver the message
back to the teacher, like they had to when we were using paper communication books.

In addition to the e-communication book, the Line
Official group set up by our Chinese English teacher can
also be an auxiliary method to carry out convenient and
fast communication. According to the result of our survey,
we are pleased to see that nearly 80% of our parents
are utilizing Line Official as a way to stay involved in their
children’s education.

Technology has changed our lives dramatically. New
devices and systems are not just trends of the future, but
are tools encouraging better communication. In the future,
we hope that all our students’ parents will utilize those
aforementioned technologies with us. Together we can
establish more open channels of communication for the
benefit of our students’ education.

Educational Partnership
EpEEE 14 B A

For over two years, the COVID pandemic has
had a huge impact on our lives and work and the
rapidly changing situations have constantly tested
our resilience. It made us realize that parent-teacher
connectedness not only helps improve children's
learning and parents' understanding but most
importantly also reduces stress and anxiety levels
of teachers, students, and parents. Last semester,
the International Department converted paper
communication books to an electronic platform
and at the same time, the ID announcements and
newsletters were digitized as well. In addition,
Chinese English teachers also set up official Line
groups for English classes to make sure the busy
parents would not miss any important information in
the e-communication book. We really appreciate all
of our parents for their cooperation and support, so
that this major change could be completed smoothly.
| would recommend you read the article by Ms. Kim,
our curriculum coordinator, to become familiar with
the various functions of our e-communication book.
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Animal lifeCycles

~ [sabel Chen

English Teacher, International Department
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Young children are naturally curious about everything. They often get excited about things that
seem ordinary to adults. This is especially true for first graders, who are still getting used to learning
and working with others at school. In our English Open Day project, we encouraged students’
curiosity, creativity, and knowledge to make beautiful presentations about animal life cycles.

Ready to Research: Intrinsic Interests

Anyone with young children knows they love to learn everything they can about topics they like.
We developed this project with kids’ curiosity and learning ability in mind. It began with a reading
of the story The Class Pet by Nichole Shields. In it, a class takes care of a baby mouse. Our
students learned how mice change as they grow. We extended the same concept to other animals
by guiding students’ independent reading towards texts about animals. Then, we gave students a
concrete research goal: choose an animal and describe its life cycle.

Along the way, we taught students valuable research skills, such as identifying fiction
and non-fiction texts, making lists of keywords, monitoring for meaning, and using a
glossary and table of contents. Our students got accustomed to these techniques and
became junior researchers in no time. It was great to see young students using these skills
and tools to advance their self-directed research.

An Authentic Experience

Doing research by reading is great. However, we also hoped to add another layer
of authenticity to the project by adopting class pets of our own. The familiar animal we
adopted has four very distinct stages that students could easily observe in a classroom...
caterpillars! Each class received a vivarium and stocked it with twigs and leaves from the
Nature Study Area to mimic a natural habitat.

O@@ @;? The Life Cycle of llaria

| ThelLife Cycie of ' llaria Lu 8= 104

First, | am on the ice. | am a small and white egg.
//@vf o,
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Work

My mom put me under her legs so | can hatch.
Next, | am a hatchling. Now, | have legs and new

%”@;‘Z feathers. | am small and gray. My mom gives me fish
= to eat.

Then, | am a young penguin. | learn how to catch fish by
myself. My skin is black and white and | can use my black and
white flippers to swim. My beak is cool because my beak is a
triangle.

Last, | am an adult. Now | become bigger | can use flippers to
swim and catch fish. | can hunt for food by myself.

The Life Cycle of Flora

Flora Liu BlZ&5 10¢

First, | am an egg. | am very tiny and yellow. | have
a thin shell. | am on a leaf. Sometimes, | will hatch.
Some eggs do not hatch.

Next, | hatch. | am a larva. | have many stripes. |
look like a bug. | eat the other eggs. Yum! | molt my
skin. | am black and white. | am on a plant.

Then, | am a pupa. | am on a leaf. | have more
color. | will molt my skin. | eat leaves. | change color
too! | look like a colorful egg. | change shape. | was
long. Now | am a circle.

The Life Cycle of Skylar

SKylar Hsu & %8 101

First, 'm an egg. I'm big and white. I'm in the sand. | eat
and sleep in the egg. My mom put me here. | grow in my shell.

Next, | am a hatchling. | crawl into the ocean. My shell is
not very big. My mom isn’'t beside me. | have to be careful of
predators.

Last, | am an adult
ladybug. | carefully choose

a place to lay eggs. | find a Then, | am a young turtle. | can live
mate. | lay eggs. | eat leaves.

. . | The Life Cycle of | by myself now. | am bigger than before.
| live by the floyvers. | have ' Flora_Lin ‘ | make my way back to the coast. There = CD
spots and my wings are red. P is more food in shallow waters. f
| have a hard shell now.

: : " The Life Cycle of | :
/ Last, | am an adult turtle. | continue f~ e Lite 7}’°e° ﬂ

to age and feast. | move from one
feeding area to another. Soon | reach
my full size. | look for a mate. | lay more
eggs and the life cycle begins again!
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The caterpillars were picky eaters — they only eat the young, tender leaves of the pomelo tree!
We visited the Nature Study area to identify the correct tree and take fresh clippings for them. Each
day, students scrambled into the classroom and gathered around to see what changes had unfolded
overnight. From one molt to the next, the caterpillars grew and changed. /s it a chrysalis now? Is it
a butterfly yet? By bringing caterpillars to the classroom, we gave students an authentic situation to
learn and use scientific terms which they could connect back to their own projects.

Watching the caterpillars grow and change was an amazing experience. It is so
common for today’s children to grow up completely divided from the natural world.
We were so happy to see the look of wonder on their faces as they carefully observed
their caterpillars.

Showcasing Our Work

Each student explained how their chosen animal changes
as it grows by creating a large, colorful diagram complete with
descriptive captions. The subject matter and format are quite
advanced for first grade students. We set high standards on
purpose; by explaining the entire project at the beginning, and
by helping them write and research efficiently, our students
achieved excellent results.

Students will present their work to their
parents on English Open Day in May. In addition
to showcasing their scientific diagrams, they
will perform a dramatic reading of the classic
children’s book The Very Hungry Caterpillar by
Eric Carle and will conclude with an online quiz
game about the animal life cycles they studied
and learned about from their friends. This project
shows how children’s curiosity can lead them to
higher levels of achievement. We are proud to

display their work below.
1Y
The Life Cycle of Cindy ‘ ~f

Cindy Sung 2 108 Tadd The Life Cycle of Sophie
First, I'm very small and white. | live in a - .
beehive. | am an egg and I’'m skinny. S R 2= e e

B The Life Cycle of |

Next, | am white and soft. | am a larva. | | o L 4 First, | am an egg. | am very big and round. | am
i NS [ . I will hatch in a few days or months. | stay |
am small. | look like a worm. ,:.!i; S Ina negt wi y y 2
Then, | change shape. | am still white. % s warm with my parents. =
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Last, | come out from the cell. | can fly! | fluffy feathers and | look like a fluffy little chick. | eat

am a bee. fish my parents feed me. | live in Antarctica.

Then, | am a young penguin. | catch fish to eat
and swim. | don’t need to learn. | need to survive on
my own. | have waterproof feathers.

Last, | am a penguin. | l? .
catch fish on my own and \
eat them. | have instincts. g j/)'
| live in the same area. | ‘Q@
| The Life Cycle of | -

am black. | live in a pond. :
. . feed my chicks too. | walk
Next, | hatch from an egg. | look like a small fish. across the ice. | protect 7 ‘ &

| have gills. They help me to breathe. | eat plants. my chicks y
Then, | am small and weak. | have two tiny ’ N
bumps near my tail. | have two more bumps near my .
head. | am a froglet.
Last, | am a frog. | catch insects to eat on land. My tail
slowly shrinks. | become a frog when my tail is gone.

| The Life Cycle of Kobe

Kobe Chang &g 101
First, | am soft like jelly. | stick with other eggs. |

wws Use myON to read "Frog Pajama Party” from Quick Picks on Page

pﬂ\ 4 of the Kang Chiao Spotlight. Which statement is true?

(A) While the frogs were sleeping, there was a bat spiraling
around them.

(B) Brandon and his friends couldn't sleep because the
moonlight was too bright.

(C) Boris, the bullfrog, frightened the cat away with his loud
bullfrog yell.

Use the QR Code to submit your answer before 5/25 (Wed.)

- S

% The annual English Open Day is
approaching. Due to the pandemic,
the presentation will be either in
person or online. Regardless of which
way, we hope that you can join us to
encourage your children and admire
their hard work!
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Science Behind the
lmage ~ Amber Chen

il
Teaching Coordinator, International Department

~ l?(’/d/ld Claassen Light is something that we encounter in everyday life, allowing us
Assistant Director, International Department to see colors, shapes, and images. How do our fifth graders capture
images by using a pinhole camera in KCFS class? Let us try and
understand the principle with the help of a simple experiment!

For our April Quick Picks we have two book
recommendations by a famous author, Michael
Dahl, who has written over 100 children's books. To You will need:
read the books, simply log in to myON and search .
for books by title, author, or other book information. : 2 Eggﬁ;}:i tOf cardboard : 2 ?é\rllvpsoo;kcsardboard
Then don’t forget to take the AR quiz at school for y
some extra points. Happy reading!

What to do?

Frog Pajama Party

N AR Quiz:88992
N y AR Points:0.5
Lexile:450L : ik A
1. Cut a hole in the 2. Fold each stripinto 3. Put the squares on
When Brandon and middle of each 4 parts and make the strips in a row

his frog friends give a square. 2 cuts on them. | ‘and Iz up the holes.

pajama party, they have a
frightening encounter with a
cat! Will they survive?

=y - = 2 .

4. Putda flha_shlig.t[\ttcr)]n the rt])o,f)rlfs 5. Movev’bkrl]etsaecond square
and shine i roug e away. What do you see now

Hocus/Pocus/Hotel holes. What do you see?

HocusPocus AR Quiz:152774
WL | : ?
H()TH ; AR Points:1 What happens ) .
- | Lexile:530L When the holes are lined up, you see the light through the two
< N holes. However, you cannot see the light when the square is moved.
The Abracadabra Hotel: Why?

also known as Hocus Light travels in a straight line, so it cannot pass through the hole

Pocus Hotel built by and
for magicians. Charlie has
never stepped inside until...

if it cannot find the end of its path. If something blocks its path, it can
only light up the part which is facing it. This is how a pinhole camera
forms images. What other ways can you use the light to create
images? Share with us if you find something new!

Muggles News is organized by a group of KCIS students from the Reporter Club.
We provide the latest and most exclusive reports on what is happening at KCIS.

Children’s Heaven: Fun Hub

By: Maggie Huang, Marcus Shih, Tico Lin

There are tons of students in the English Village during the afternoon recess. What are they

doing? They are lining up for the Fun Hub! Students like to go there to withdraw money, play lucky

draw, or watch movies. Each activity just costs 10 Kang Chiao dollars. Guess how many students

visit the Fun Hub on Fridays? Above 100! Ms. Annie said, “Students can have a fun place to go

and practice English naturally in the English Village.” So if you have time, you must go there to
have a look!

The Amazing Teacher, Nicolas Burrola

By: Arthur Bizon, Chi-Han Chen

Nicolas Burrola, a grade five and six teacher, won the best new teacher award in KCIS
this year. He said, “The school must think | am doing a good job which is very encouraging
as a new teacher.” Teachers' jobs might be very challenging, but he added, “Kang Chiao has
a lot more support than other schools.” One of the most challenging aspects for Mr. Burrola
is to juggle and keep track of all his classes, students, and all the assignments. As a teacher,
he gets a chance to interact with so many people every day which makes his life even more
interesting! Mr. Burrola likes to spend time outside if the weather is nice. If you’'ve met someone
walking in the sun, that must be Mr. Burrola!
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