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Do you know the story of Qu Yuan?

Dragon Boat Festival is also known as Double Fifth Festival and falls on the fifth day of the fifth month
of the lunar calendar. It is one of the most important Chinese holidays and has long been celebrated in
Taiwan, Singapore and Malaysia. Dragon Boat Festival became a public holiday in China in 2008 (for the
first time since the 1940s).

The most popular traditional story about Dragon Boat Festival is that the festival commemorates the
death of the poet Qu Yuan (c. 340 B.C.E.-278 B.C.E.). Qu Yuan was a minister of the ancient state of Chu.
He was a wise man and was loved by the people. Qu Yuan warned the king against alliance with the state
of Qin and the king banished him to the countryside. Qu Yuan wrote poetry during his exile. The state of
Qin conquered the capital of the state of Chu twenty-eight years later. Qu Yuan was unhappy, jumped into
the Miluo River (on the fifth day of the fifth month of the lunar calendar) and
drowned himself.

fish, so that they would not eat Qu Yuan’s body. This is said to be
the origin of zongzi. The people also paddled out onto the river in
boats, either to scare the fish away or to retrieve Qu Yuan’s body.
This is said to be the origin of dragon boat racing.

Traditional activities for Dragon Boat Festival include making
and eating zongzi, racing dragon boats, taking long walks, wearing
perfumed medicine bags and a game of making eggs stand at
noon. The most exciting activity though, is dragon boat racing and
this year swimming coaches and teachers from Kang Chiao won
third place in the Teachers’ Division of the Taipei Dragon Boat
Championships. Kang Chiao is proud of these coaches and teachers! Now
that you have learned one of the stories about Dragon Boat Festival you
can introduce the festival to visitors.

§ The local people threw lumps of rice into the river to feed the
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Dragon Boat Festival Crossword

3. Which river did Qu Yuan jump into after the state of Qin
conquered the capital of the state of Chu?

5. Which poet does Dragon Boat Festival commemorate?

6. What did the local people throw into the river to feed the fish? 1

7. What do people make and eat during Dragon Boat Festival? 2

[ [ ] || | .

1. What did Qu Yuan write while he was in exile?

2. What is another name for Dragon Boat Festival?

4. Which school won third place in the Teachers' Division of

the Taipei Dragon Boat Championships?
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Today class we will be learning about media.
What's media Mr. Brooks?

Well, Alice media is a way for people to talk to
each other or give information.

| don't understand. Can you tell me more?

Do you know of other ways we can talk to
people?

Let me think. Are news papers, magazines and
books media, too?

Yes, they are! You are a very smart student.
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