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Kang €hiao’s Fantastic €lubs

Beyond the Book Reading Club

Achieve3000: Differentiated Reading Instruction
~ Gary Niemandt

Assistant Director, International Department

The Beyond the Book Reading Club was made available this year to students from
grades three to six who love to read and are eager to see their reading improve. Two
clubs were introduced — one for students in grades three and four and another for
students in grades five and six.

We use an online program called Achieve3000, which challenges each learner at
their particular reading level, individually. At first, we used Achieve3000 to establish
a baseline Lexile reading level for each student. After that, the program’s lessons
and tools were used to improve students’ reading skills and to track progress. The
Achieve3000 content is completely adaptive - as student reading improves, so the
difficulty of the material increases. We choose topics that we want our learners to
discover more about and then assign the relevant readings. We also consider readings
that link to students’ projects and assignments to broaden their knowledge. We assign
topics on current events and expose learners to articles that might spark their interests.
Under the umbrella of Achieve3000, we use a program called KidBiz3000, which was
designed especially for elementary school learners.

The Beyond the Book Reading Club has been a huge success this semester,
and while we are eager to see what our students’ Lexile levels will be by the
end of the school year, we have already begun to see big improvements in their

reading abilities. Our next goal is to incorporate writing assignments
and then for students to work together on projects. Because every
learner is unique in every way, including in their reading skills, the best
approach to teaching reading is to meet each child where they are, and
Achieve3000 does exactly that!

Taking Center Stage Drama Club
~ Sheryl Vu Iy

English Teacher, International Department

Do you get stage fright? We all do, more or less. That is why
the drama club teachers at Kang Chiao held auditions - to find
those students who would dare to give it a try. Whether aspiring \
to become actors or just wanting to be more comfortable speaking
out loud, students in the English Drama Club reach their goals by
building confidence through performance.

Many people think that a drama club is only about acting, but if
you dig a little deeper, you will find that it takes teamwork to support
the different parts of the show. Students also need to do arts and
crafts to bring the audience into the setting of the play. Dancing and
collaborated body language becomes essential when a complete
performance is conducted. Our grade 5 and 6 students even get to
write their own scripts. We do a variety of activities to fulfill the goals
and satisfy different student’s interests, and when it is finally time to
get up onto the
stage, we have
everything we
need, and are
ready... for lights,
camera, action!

It's showtime folks!

The grade 5 & 6 students got
a big round of applause for
performing Which Club Do
\ You Choose?’ - a reader’s
theater SCript that they

)\ Wwrote by themse(ves.

The grade 3 and ¢ students
imitated different
Creatures ih performing
their reader’s theater
TBook! Book! Book!’
i
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Teamwork Makes the
Dream Work

~ Bess Yang

English Teacher, International Department

Would you consider yourself to be a lone wolf when it comes to working together
in a group? As our little Grade 1 students were not too familiar with working together
in small groups, Reading Street’s Unit 2 on Community provided a fantastic
opportunity for our students to build up a respectful and cooperative classroom
setting. Our challenge was to write an expository text about teamwork, extending
from the main reading Helping Hands at 4-H.

To accomplish the task, our Grade 1 students began by reading three poems - My Dog
Rags, Raccoon, and The Hippo. They practiced the poems with the purpose of acting them
out in a play. The idea of teamwork was then explicitly introduced to them through a number of
short, structured lessons where they learned how to share, listen and help in a team. They then
applied these skills implicitly in preparing for their play performances by making headbands,
sharing materials, reciting poems, talking about ideas for action, and helping each other get
into the characters of the play. After the play performances, we read the main reading Helping
Hands at 4-H, and the students made text-to-self connections by comparing how children in a 4-H club work together, with how they worked
together in preparation for their class play. Students then shared, with the whole class, examples of teamwork skills that each member of their
group displayed in preparation for their play. In sharing their own experiences, they began to show great appreciation for the skills that are

required for groups to work together successfully. Every student was now well prepared to write a
2-paragraph expository text about teamwork, extending from the main reading Helping Hands at 4-H.

While working together in groups is a big challenge for Grade 1 students, through this project
our students have started the process of learning and applying crucial teamwork skills. The students
were successfully able to reflect on and share which skills they had applied, and share them with
the whole class. It has been a fun way to instruct our Grade 1’s in both academic and social skills.
In the end, our grade 1’s did not only produce some fantastic
individual writing, but also learned that when they work together
as a group, wonderful things can be achieved!

ET'S Grade 1 Final Project
—_—

ET'S

Grade 1 Final Project
—_—
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Claire Su & &8 103

Teamwork is very important and useful.
When we prepare for the class play, we can
share and make things with our hands.

Anson is good at sharing his eraser and
ideas when we do the class play.

Louie can make things with his hands very
well. He colors people which are so beautiful.

Teamwork helps us be better.

Grade 1 Final Project ET’'S
%v— R
Class:_ = 4-C il 2 K Class: = T0= ™
ETHER Name: g S! ETHER Name:_L2la
=

Y IMOOTTONT

Q ETHER ... ..

Leila Huang &/ 82 101

Teamwork is very important. When we

prepare for the class play, we can learn

new things and make things with our
hands.

Halston listens to others when we
do the class play and 4-H posters.
Halston shares the glue when we make
the headbands and learn the poems.
Teamwork makes our team a good team.

Chelsea Yang ®&# 101
We need teamwork a lot. When we
prepare for the class play, we can learn
and listen to the teacher. Elizabeth learns
to sing a song very well. Elizabeth learns
how to read the poems. She learns the
best. Elizabeth can listen to classmates.
She listens all the time. Teamwork helps
us become a good team.
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