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English Teacher, International Department

Every child is unique, having their own special interests, skills and motivations that affect how and at what pace they learn. So how can
educators provide students with opportunities to study material that interests them individually? In grade three at Kang Chiao, we do so by
incorporating an independent reading program.

In grade three we give students the opportunity to read stories independently in class purely for
pleasure. Students are given 20 to 40 minutes each week to quietly read story books that teachers and
students collaboratively choose. This allows students to apply their phonics skills at their own pace. The
two questions of importance at the start of the semester are what books will interest each student, and at
what level will they gain confidence but still be challenged? So to start, teachers discuss with their class
what topics and types of stories interest them. Adventure stories? Fairy Tales? Realistic Fiction? Sports?
Each teacher then selects books from different genres and of varying DRA levels from our school library.
This ensures that each student can find something they will enjoy, regardless of their ability. During
reading time, the teacher will display the books, explain their content and difficulty level, and then allow
students to choose the book they will read. Time is also provided for students to discuss what books they
read and if they enjoyed them.

As students read independently, the teacher is able to spend
time with students individually. They are able to answer important
questions for each student like what subjects interest them, how well
they can express ideas they read, and at what DRA level they can
best apply their phonics skills. The teacher adjusts the books chosen
each week to maximize interest and motivation, while also balancing
a suitable learning challenge and building of confidence. Thus
students improve their reading skills at their own pace.

Why differentiated instruction?

Classrooms are filled with students who:

Making sure all the students are equally motivated and challenged is
what our program is all about. It is about making sure the highest achieving
students are not bored because everything is too easy, while also ensuring
students who may be struggling don’t give up because everything is too
hard. Providing material independent of our curriculum and allowing student
choice keeps everyone engaged. It also keeps students on task with other
work. They are self motivated to finish their work on time so they have more
time to read the book they choose. Students gain confidence while also
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e baCkgrounds  everyone is unique, and that our learning environment should reflect that.

Let’s Read Together mrrE 1A B A

How long do you spend on reading for personal interest per day? A study from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics has found that the average American
spends only 19 minutes a day on reading; young people read even less. Mr. Spevack's article explains how the grade three foreign teachers encourage our
students to read more willingly and more often by incorporating an independent reading program where students are allotted twenty minutes each week to choose
what they want to read and what they want to learn. We hope this independent reading will lay the foundation for them to become enthusiastic life-long readers.

The grade one Chinese English teachers integrated the English project with the Christmas carol show to help children feel like part of a team to improve their
social and communication skills. We believe the ability to work with others as a team isn't just a skill children need at school; it's an essential skill they will use for
the rest of their lives. | hope you enjoy our grade one students' writing and drawings about their experience of working together.
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Sharpening Teamwork Skills by Immersing in School Activities
Every December, each grade 1 English class presents a Christmas carol show to

~ Tina Liang

English Teacher, International Department

What Is Teamwork?

As our world becomes more and more complex, being able to work well with
others becomes more essential. For our students, it is important that we teach them
the concept of teamwork as early as possible. Doing so allows students to express
themselves, learn from one another, and help their peers, thus giving them a more
well-rounded learning experience.

If you expected kids to learn the concept of teamwork, what would you do?
Would you tell them how important it is? Would you give them some creeds to
memorize”? Why not provide kids a chance to work together and learn teamwork
skills at the same time? With that idea in mind, grade 1 teachers designed a project
to have kids experience how to work together by putting on a Christmas carol show.
Our Let's Work Together project teaches students teamwork skills and gives them a
chance to apply those skills.
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grade 3-6 students and teachers at school. Grade 1 students must practice and create ——_..,

many props in order to have a great show. This creates a perfect moment to introduce '
teamwork to our students. Teachers asked students what teamwork means to them
and challenged students to consider how they can work with others. Some students
expressed how teamwork means working together, and good teams help each other
by explaining things nicely. Others explained that part of being a good team member
is knowing when to say sorry. Teachers then introduced a real group of kids who work
together as a great team, the 4-H club. From a short clip, students generated and
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learned about the following teamwork skills: Head (Learning and Thinking),

Hands (Doing with Hands), Heart (Listening and Sharing from Your Heart), and
Health (Helping Others Become Better). Later, they learned about how Kids in
4-H club use these teamwork skills in Reading Street 1 Unit 2, Helping Hands at
4-H. After familiarizing themselves with the 4 H teamwork skills, kids tried to apply
them when they practiced their Christmas carol show. They not only reflected on
how they applied teamwork skills individually, but also what their classmates did

to be good team members.

Life-long Benefit
Teamwork, like many important social skills, is an abstract _
concept, difficult to describe to young learners. Through this a

grade one project, students experience teamwork in their
own lives. The concept becomes real, and life-long through
describing their experiences. Having time to reflect throughout
the whole project connects the concept to their heart. These
skills truly provide benefits to our students, both at school and in
their daily lives at home.

Enriching Writing with
Experience and Observation
Based on their experiences preparing for the Christmas carol show in groups, students
were able to provide solid examples of who is good at each teamwork skill and how he/she
applies it. Students taught their team members how to do certain tasks, such as cutting and
gluing when making props. They let one another borrow different materials and always said
please and thank you to one another. Their thoughts flowed smoothly when they wrote about
teamwork. By describing their classmates’ behavior, they began to appreciate the merits of
their peers. This reinforced and strengthened bonds in each class. Students easily described
teamwork and provided authentic examples while also becoming closer to one another.
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Krystal Lal #R¢& 102
We work together to prepare for the
Christmas carol show.
Joey is good at helping others. She teaches
me how to glue. Kelly is good at making things
with her hands. She folds paper well.
We are happy when we work together.
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Let’'s Work Together

Miranda Tseng £8:% 108
We work together to prepare for our Christmas show.
Ashley is good at doing things with her hands. She

helps others to make a colorful Santa craft. Yui is good

happiness.

at sharing and listening from her heart. She shares her

We use 4-H skills to make good teamwork.
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Janet Tai #kic# 102

We are a good team. We work together to
perform our Christmas carol. Melody is good
at listening. She can follow what Ms. Coral
says, and she makes a beautiful Christmas
tree headband. | am good at helping Felicia. |
help her to change her clothes when we have
a show. We do well on the Christmas Carol
because we work as a team, and | feel happy:.

Larina Liao B &85 106
We work together to perform our
Christmas carol well. Jessie is good at doing
things with her hands because she always
has big dancing moves. Kai-Sin is good at
helping others because she always cares
about everybody. After we work together, we
are a better team and better friends.
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Cohhie Chenh #3459 102

We do the Christmas show together.

Dora is good at helping others become
better. She teaches me how to sing the song
better. Amily is good at doing things with her
hands. She cuts the paper beautifully. | get
presents from the teacher. | feel happy.
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Phoebe Liu BI%3E 107
We practice for the Christmas show.
Charise is good at doing things with her
hands. She cuts the paper nicely.
Nobel is good at learning and thanking.
He learns how to cut the red paper well. We
become better after we work together nicely.
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We work together to practice for the
Christmas carol show. Lucy is good at helping
others because she helps Sophie and Chin-yu
finish Christmas stuff quickly. Charlie is good
at doing things with his hands. He can cut
Christmas stuff nicely. We are happy to sing
together. We make a great team.
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Daisy Tsal &M% 105
We work together to help put up a
Christmas carol show. Jeremy is good at
sharing. He shares his ideas with everyone.
Kingston is good at learning. He learns the
lyrics quickly, so he can help Howard know the
lyrics. Others will think we are very good when
we work together,
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Greetings fellow reader! Here at Kang Chiao Spotlight, we hope you enjoyed a wonderful and relaxing
Spring Festival! To the casual observer, Spring Festival is filled with many random customs that might not
make sense. However, these customs often have logical reasons for existing. Let’s take a look at the New
Year's customs for other countries, and see what new insights we gain.

In some South American countries, people are very careful about their underwear color on New Year's. VWhy? The color you wear can
determine your fate for the New Year. This is similar to the Chinese belief that wearing red clothes during Chinese New Year will bring good
fortune. However, in South America, red will bring love, while yellow will bring wealth. Blue brings good health, and white brings happiness
and peace. Whatever you do, don’t wear black underwear, unless you want bad luck!

How manhy grapes can you fit in your mouth? Can you fit twelve? In Spain, people try to eat twelve
grapes when ringing in the New Year for good luck, one grape for each month. Eating the first few grapes
is easy enough. However, by the end of it all people are laughing with a mouthful of grapes. Be sure not to
start before the clock strikes midnight, as it's considered bad luck!

In Denmark, jumping isn't just for taking cool pictures. People will actually stand on chairs, wait for

midnight, and “jump” into the New Year for good luck.

Just like Taiwan, in Estonia New Year's is all about eating traditional food. Estonians take things to another level
though, eating seven times on New Year’s Day so that they will have plenty for the New Year.

Whatever customs you have for New Year's, we hope that the coming year brings you peace and happiness, fortune
and prosperity. Now, let’s begin the coming school year with a renewed spirit, an open mind, and a ready heart.

Celehrating Chinese New Year

We celebrated Chinese New Year in many different ways. For example, we had the feast on New Year's Eve, went shopping to buy new clothes,
traveled in Taiwan and stayed in a hotel to spend the time with family or just stayed at home doing nothing.

We have many foreign teachers in KCIS, and they are far away from their hometowns. Have you ever wondered about how our foreign teachers
spend their time during the Chinese New Year holiday? Do they celebrate the Chinese New Year like we do or don't they celebrate it at all”? This time we

asked a lot of foreign teachers to share with us how they celebrated the Chinese New Year.

by Sonic Lin

by Ethan Yeh and Joy Liac

We interviewed Mr. Canal on how he
celebrated Chinese New Year. Mr. Canal has
two kids, a 7 year old boy and a 5 year old girl.
He celebrated Chinese New Year with his wife's
family, and they had a New Year's feast together.
His favorite dishes for the Chinese New Year’s
feast are fried rice, noodles and sweet and
sour chicken. They also set firecrackers at the
beach. He follows some of the Chinese New
Year traditions, such as buying new clothes and
cleaning the house. Mr. Canal played Mahjong
with his wife’s family. His children say =%
B4 to Mr. Canal and his wife when they receive
their red
envelopes. He
really enjoys
Chinese New
Year and
having a great
time with his
family.
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Mr M“Ir by Yu-Shan Lin

Mr. Muir
celebrated his
Chinese New |
Year with his |
wife's family.
He went back
to Chaiyi. He
stayed there for the Whole Chinese New
Year holiday. During that time, he spent New
Year's eve the same as other families. He
had dinner with his friends and relatives.
He said that he never decorated his home,
but his mother-in-law did. Cn the second
day, Mr. Muir's wife, kids, and mother-in-law
went to do some of the traditional activities,
like to worship in the temple. Mr. Muir then
went camping with his friends. He has a lot
of friends that are from Canada, who are all
married to Taiwanese people. He said that
he and his friends always choose a camping
spot that is deep in the mountains. Mr. Muir
likes the feeling of being a part of nature.
He also thinks that celebrating New Year in
Taiwan is more fun than in Canada.
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by Edward Chao and Katherine Chang

Mr. Niemandt has been in Taiwan for years He
knows the cultures and traditions here, for example,
pecple have to clean their houses before the New
Year. During the Chinese New Year, Mr. Niemandt
celebrated it with his wife and his children. He gave
his kids red envelopes and bought new clothes
for them. Mr. Niemandt’s family went to Tainan
and visited his in-laws. They had a big feast with
his wife’'s family and relatives, played games, and
watched firecrackers. He really wanted to see the
traditional dragon-dance in the temple because
that's the traditional culture of celebrating Chinese
NeW Year in Ta|wan He can say the blessings
! in order to wish
' others a happy
M new year. Mr.

= Niemandt thinks
¢! that Chinese New
Year is a great time
" to spend with the

' have fun.
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