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Explorlng
Theme-Based Projects at Kang Chiqo
~ Jason Harmon

Curriculum Coordinator, International Department

We all have different inspirations, but one goal: a better world. Technology has connected
the world and made global issues. Children have the capacity to deal with these issues if given
the right skills. Theme-based project learning at Kang Chiao is our unique way of guiding our
students to become global citizens; first by focusing on themselves, and later by expanding to
their community and eventually our world.

The content of theme-based projects at Kang Chiao differs based on grade-level, but the
purpose remains the same: develop global citizens who think globally while acting locally. The
learning process starts with a theme extended from a text. The theme is integrated within
existing curriculum to make it age and level appropriate.
Cross-curricular lessons and group activities enable students
to participate and reach a shared perspective.
The end result is a learning experience that
benefits students for years to come. Let's
take a look at some examples:
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grades focus on the student as an
individual. A grade one theme explored
is Let's Work Together. Students explore
the theme by working together to plan
and write a short play. As they work on
their play, students take note of how
each group member contributed. Their
writing focuses on how each individual’s
efforts improve the product of the group
as a whole.

Exploring Myself
and My Community

As students mature, they start to explore
themes linking themselves to their community.
In grade four, students explore Kang Chiao’s
campus to Learn through Discovery. Students
develop a plan to explore KCIS for places
that offer learning opportunities. They
collaboratively create a map of the school and
discuss what areas benefit students. They
start to understand
how a community is
designed to benefit
the people who live in
it, and that we must
all respect the shared
"1 space we use.

Exploring Myself
and the World

In upper grades, students think globally
by exploring themes relating themselves
to the world. Grade six students delve into
environmental issues of clean water during their
Drip, Dry project. Students learn about causes of
water shortage and its effects on people. They
research products that help reduce pollution. The
students use their research to write persuasively
about how and why people in Taiwan should use
eco-friendly products. Students are able to think
globally and act locally.

~ Qingshan Campus - November 2017

Roising a Globally
Aware Citizen
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As the world continues to become
more interconnected, teaching children
about global issues and engaging
them in communication with people of
different cultures is of huge importance.
By engaging our students with real-
life problems and global issues such
as poverty, climate changes and
water pollution, we aim to help them
become global citizens who will take
action to make the world a better
place. Our Curriculum Coordinator, Mr.
Harmon, introduces how theme-based
projects involve students to explore
the community and the world through
a broad range of topics. Mr. Warmke
elaborates on how sixth grade teachers
are engaging students with real-life
issues surrounding poverty. Through
understanding the effects of poverty,
students are inspired to take action by
leading a school-wide donation drive.
Please encourage your children to
participate in the donation.
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You must be the change
you want to see in the world.

Mahatma Gandi

What;s|New?

Christmas is coming and a humber of exciting
activities have been planned for every grade.

¥ Grades 1 and 2 will hold a Christmas carol show,

W Grades 3 to 5 will make Christmas cards, advent
calendars or posters that tell a Christmas story.

% Grade 6 is holding a school-wide donation drive
to collect items for people in need.

. With your involvement, we can make this a jolly -
Christmas season for all!
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Claire Chiu Mg 602

Poverty is when people are not able to survive easily because of not having what they need. Pecple who
live in poverty may not have encugh money, food, or have no shelter. Poverty can affect many things in a
person’s life, such as living quality and safety, health, and education.

Pecple living in poverty often steal because they are poor. All this crime causes others, such as police, or
even other countries, to not trust them. If no one trusts them, the people cannot get help when they need it.
These are the causes of bad living quality, which leads back to poverty again.

One major effect of poverty on health is undeveloped medical technology. Because of too few doctors
and hospitals, people have bad health. With no one to help them, pecple get sick and die easily, still without
the right knowledge of how to fix this problem.

Areas in poverty often have few schools and teachers. This is because people who are skilled enough
to be a teacher do not want to work in areas in poverty. This causes no or little education and many people
having no job or low salaries. This is the main reason why many people are poor.

One earthquake, one accident, or bad luck is all that it takes for someone to fall into poverty. These aren’t
the only effects of poverty. Other things, such as government problems, can also cause poverty. Poverty is
worst in countries that are poor or have war and places that are unsafe because of natural disasters.

~ Zachary Wapmke

English Teacher, International Department

Kang Chiao aims to turn its students into global citizens who are aware of
the various ways people live their lives. Most Kang Chiao students are privileged
to live comfortably, but part of their global awareness education means that they
learn about people whose lives are dramatically different from their own. That is
a key purpose of the sixth grade project on the subject of poverty.

During the course of reading the story Mother Fletcher's Gift, students find
that the characters behave in ways that they themselves never would. In order to
better understand the story, our teachers led students through a series of special
activities. Afterwards, students were better able to understand both the story and
real-life issues surrounding poverty.

Our first activity was a series of role-playing games. We began with a contest
in which some students were randomly advantaged or disadvantaged. The
disadvantaged students complained about the unfair conditions of the game. No
matter how skilled they were, victory was nearly impossible. Students suddenly
began to understand how circumstances beyond a person’s control can
determine the course of their life.

Ryah Yang i35t 602

Poverty is being unable to afford your basic needs. The basic
needs can be food, water, educaticn, etc. Three things poverty
affects are safety, health, and education.

Poverty could affect the safety of a community. People might
steal things from other people. So, police officers will bring
them to jail. Since they are in jail, it causes them to be unable to
support their family.

Health and comfort are also affected by poverty. Pecple can't
afford good medicine when they are sick, so, they are difficult to
cure, causing them to be unable to work. Therefore, they get no
income and couldn’t support their family and themselves.

Another effect of poverty is on education. Most people can't
afford a good education when they are in poverty, so, they can't
get a degree, causing them to not get a good job. Therefore, they
can’'t buy their wants.

Poverty affects many people in the world. These are just
some of the many effects of poverty. It is unfortunate that pecple
live in poverty, because while some people have too much
money, some people don't even have enough money to buy food.

Yu-Shah Lin #&es#h 606

Poverty is the situation when people don't have enough to
survive. Their needs are not enough to have a shelter, food, or
money. | will talk about three major effects of poverty: crime,
health, and bad education.

Crime increases and safety declines when there is poverty.
When crime increases, people get scared. They will not trust
each other. Then they will have less friends or no friends.

When there is poverty, health and comfort decreases.
People will be unhealthy. They may get sick one by one.
Sickness can spread diseases to others. After getting
diseases, people may die very easily.

MNo education or bad education is an effect of poverty too.
Getting bad education makes people have bad behaviors.
They will start to become dangerous to people. Finally, they
become criminals.

People from all places are affected by poverty. Poverty
doesn’t just affect crime, health and education. There are
other kinds of effects, such as getting less food. Poverty is all
over the world. It is different from place to place. It can happen

to anyone, anywhere, at anytime.
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To expand on that peoint, teachers then led students through a team exercise.
Student groups made lists of the things they needed to have in order to survive
as well as several things they want for fun. Then each group randomly suffered
a misfortune such as a house fire or earthquake. The misfortune they received
determined which of their needs would be erased from their list.

Several further activities led students to understand how millions of people
around the world live in states of poverty. The last and most impactful of these was a
presentation by the local charity group Jia Fu. Speakers from the organization visited
our school and gave an emotional presentation about families living nearby who
have trouble meeting their basic needs. Their presentation reinforced the points we

explored previously.

These activities informed an
essay on the causes and effects
of poverty. Students wrote their
essays by combining what they
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learned with facts gained through
research. The essays explain what
poverty is, how it happens, and
how it affects peoples’ lives around
the world.

The final phase of our project involves students actually working to help solve
problems related to poverty. Sixth graders lead the other grade levels in a school-
wide charity donation drive. Teachers will provide guidance, but students will take
charge of organizing donations and raising awareness around the school. We will
complete our drive right around Christmas, at which point we hope to have collected
a sizeable amount of clothes, toys, blankets, school supplies, and more. This project
prepares our students to take action when faced with global issues. They will be able
to confront real problems in the future and become global leaders of tomorrow.

To the Editor,

Poverty is a serious problem all over the world. For some
people who live in Taiwan, it is also a huge problem too. Those
people need to worry about what they will eat, wear, and where
to live every day. | think people must do something like donating
foocd and money to help them. | hope after five years, nobody
will live in poverty!

Most of the people who live in poverty have low-paying jobs.
They work for a really long time just to make enough money to
pay their rent. They don’t have money to pay for other things
like medical care, new clothes, food and bills.

In order to help pecple who need help, our group is
collecting stationary and clean clothes at school. We will do a
presentation in a grade two class and tell them to come to our
classroom to give things that they are donating. Or maybe we'll
put a box in their classroom so they can just put their donations
inside. | hope that it will help people in poverty in Taiwan.

Sincerely,
Eric

To the Editor,

In Taiwan some people are affected by poverty. They do
not have enough money, food, shelter, and clothing. | think we
should help them and supply them with basic needs. We need
to let poor children go to school and get an education!

Some people in poverty don't have enough money to get
an education. Their children can't go to school and don’t know
the basics. Their parents need to borrow money from others
to pay rent, buy food and clothing. If they can't give back the
money they borrowed, they will be in trouble.

We will give presents to help people in poverty.
We will also give away stationary, books, toys, clean
clothing, and much more. These presents will be
wrapped up and given to people in poverty. The class
we will be responsible for is grade two. We will put a
box in their classroom and collect it in week seventeen.
| really hope that these gifts help people in poverty.

Sincerely,
Rubie
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Stuffing is made from bread, \pu
celery, and spices, and is
baked in the oven.

Let's not forget that Thanksgiving is about more than just eating.
or remember the things you are lucky to have. Most people take time to give thanks for their
They might also give thanks for being healthy
and happy, or reaching their goals. Even if you don’t celebrate Thanksgiving, take the tirme this
November to tell the important people in your life how thankful you are to have them.

family, friends, pets, and the Thanksgiving meal.

Word BCInk STUFFING TURKEY THANKSGIVING HOLIDAYS THANKFUL
FAMILIES HARVEST MAYFLOWER BLESSINGS SETTLERS
Across Down
4. Mom put some in the turkey. 1. We should be for our parents.

6. People don't gotoworkon_

7. Fall is the season to

8. Many _like to prepare the meal together.
10. It's wonderful to reflect on the _ of the
last year.

Interviewing Teacher

by Irene Chen and Joy Liao

We have new
teachers every
year and we would
like to introduce to
you one of the new
teachers in KCIS, Mr.
Hopkins. He is from
Seattle, Washington,
U.S A He has been
teaching for 6 years.

He came to KCIS because teachers who he
worked with before are teaching at Kang Chiao,
and they suggested him to teach here. Mr. Hopkins
teaches grades 3 and 4 English and grade 5
KCFS. He's happy to teach here, and he thinks the
students at KCIS are lucky because they have more
experience and chance to learn English than at
other schools. Mr. Hopkins is interested in teaching
because he likes to see students learn new things.

We hope that Mr. Hopkins will enjoy teaching at
KCIS!
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2. They were the earliest
States.

3. We had some turkey for our

5. The passengers took the
to the New World.

8.

5537 KR AR AR B
L REITHRE 2

Gresn bean casserole is
made from green beans,
cream of mushroom
soup, and crispy onions

Thanksgiving is a holiday
in the US and Canada where
people eat a large dinner
with their families. You might
know that turkey is a must on
Thanksgiving, but what other
foods do people eat?

It is a time to “give thanks”

in the United

meal.
from England

is the traditional meal on Thanksgiving.

Povertv- Stl‘ll!l!llill!l to Survive

by Giselle Cheng, Edward Chao, Iris Lin, Ethan Yeh

This semester, six graders read about a story, Mother Fletcher's Gift. They learned about
the causes and effects of poverty. In order to understand what those people face living in
poverty, teachers in KCIS invited people who work for Jia Fu to our school on 9/26 and they
gave grade six students a lecture on poverty around Taiwan. They were having a lecture,
watching videos about poor families, and talking about the suffering of those families in the
concert hall.

Poverty is a condition when people don't
have their basic needs. Jia Fu Organization is the
organization that gives the poor kids and unemployed
people some food, clothes and necessities.

In the lecture, people from the Jia Fu
Organization showed students two videos. The
first video was about a boy who lives with his
grandparents. He needs to make his own breakfast
and dinner; however, in the summer vacation, he . .
doesn'’t have any food. The only time he has food is when the Jia Fu Crganization comes.

Another video was about a family who has seven children. One of them has a heart
problem. Their dad has asthma. Their mom can only do some random jobs. Therefore, they
borrowed money to save their daughter and family. The children said that they will be rich to
help their dad and mom in the future. When the video finished, students realized how lucky
they are to be born and live a prosperous life.

At the end of the lecture, the Jia Fu Organization encouraged students to start making the
world different. A lot of students even voluntarily wanted to donate stationery and wish their
help can make those poor children’s coming year better!

EEE oV RAREE - BHUEYE - LIRS - Stephen Hopkins
Zachary Warmke

ZIIRER  EAE

=B - REE - Jason Harmon
Thomas Otter

SONISSITI 0L/ STMNYLE / ATHHOLE /L EIAHTH 2 { SAFVTNOH S / SFIMOTIALN G FENISHNES F/ ONIATDSHNYHL €4 SHTTLITS Z /TNSINEHL & Aoy Jamsuty



