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ansition Camp in Kang Chiao

Teaching Coordinator, International Depatment

Welcome to our fidd graders The transtion petiod from kindergarten to elementary school is very
important for children. & new environment can create new challenges. Being well adjusted can open
up & world of poterdial. &1 of them are excted and full of expedations for new challengez. They are
eager to wear their new uniform s and school bags, and look forward to enjoving their firad stage of
achiool life. This summer, the transition camp at Kang Chiao started on August 87 Ater taking & short
nap, the first graders learned Englizh by going 1o both the foreign teachers and Chinese Englizh
teachers classes—two petiods each durng the whole atemoon.

~ Jennifer N
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In the foreign teacher's class, students leamed how
to be szuccessful grade one students through theme-
hazed learning. Students explored the wodd of nature
and inzects, reading & magazine, Buggy Bugs, to gain
more background knowdedge. Teachers dezigned
activities that taught gudents dass rules, rodines, and
teacher expedations. For example, a story about ants

e

and grazshoppers taught Sudents they can accomplizh
ansthing in class ifthey give their best effod. Group
activities exploring the life-cycle of butterfies conveved
the impodance of teamwork and howw 1o work el
together. Studentz designed their own butterfly masks
and shared their artwork with each other on stage to
develop paidpation and expression skillz. Each adivty
invalved rowtines that when followed were resarded
with praize to mativate good behasior. There wasz also
a focuz on phonics sounds and 2B witing. Both were
introduced by singing songs and seatching intereding
movie clipsto create enthusiasm towards written work in
grade one.

Elementary =choal iz & hig turning point in life; being
a firzt grader, the child will need to face and adapt to the
prezaures of learning. iz very impodant that parents
wirk together with teachers to prepare their children for
elementary life. Ater this twosneek transtion camp, we
can already see positive changes in all our firg graders.
From their faces and the interaction between the

| ¢ a Al About He ' teachers and the studentz, we can tell that every child
w ﬁ\ ‘ enjoyed the time and built up their confidence. They like
& to come to 2choal and enjoy learning Englizh with their
teacherz. We alzo beliewe that they will be able to adjust
to thiz newlearning environment very well and are ready
1o be sucocessiul first grade leamers. This iz the first step
towards a wonderful elementary school experence.

The tranzition camp iz a two-week period during the o
zummer time. It haz been a wonderful program to help our
firat graders adapt more quickly. The purpose of having the
tranzition camp iz to allowour first graders the oppotunity to
get familiar with the new learning environmert, get used to
the newy zchedule, and of courze, most importantly, to meet
their newteachers.

In these two weeks, the first graders staded to learn
their routines and follow clazs rules. They alzo got to know
their teacher's expectations. In the Chineze Englizh teacher's clazs, they leamed ten differert topics,
induding "Getting Acquainted”, "What'z in my Schoolbag”, "Explore the Campuz", "The Library", "My
Summer Macation" and =0 on. In "Gefting Acqguainted”, Sudentz met their newclazsmates and got to
know each other through ice-breaking songs and games. In thiz leszon, they alzo leamed the class
rules and procedures. For "Making Mewy Friends”, they read a sory about Rainbow Fizh and got &

chance to do arts and crattz to introduce their personalities. In "= chool
Safety", they learned safety rulez zo that they can stay zafe when
plaving on the plavground, doing adivtiezin clazs, and when taking the \
zchool busz When learning about "Exolore the Campus”, they walked [ ?
around the cam pusz with their teacherz and drewtheir favornte places
at zchool, Aternards, they were more familiar with every corner of the
campus and found the coolest hang-out spot s where they can share
their zecretz with good friends during break time. When doing "My
Schoolbag", students showed pictures of their schoolbags to evervone
in class, and they alzo leamed what they can bring to school. The most
irteresting topic for gudents waz "The Library" Mot only could they
lizten to gories from their teachers in the library, but alzo enjoy reading
their favorite bookzinthe tree housel
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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Congratulations on this new chapter in wour child's lie! Grade oneis fll of exciterment, leaming, and new adwentures, To start the wear offright, here are some
suggestions that we would like to share with you!

Life skills corme first. Hawe wou ever experenced wur child coming home without their BEnglish communication book or homework? t does happen, espedally

~Tihg 1Wei in the frst few months ofthe school wear. Wihile it is termpting to want to do everghing for our children, we should alkbw them to make mistakes. But it would be
Enhglish Teacher, Tnterhatiohal Depart meht conceming ifthey newer leamed how to sharpen a pendl or pack an English bag ontheir own. Teaching our children to keep their leaming matenals organize d can
’ =awve 3 day of leaming!

Oear students,

ielcome to Grade 1! This is the beginning of an ad wenture and we
are =0 happyto help guide wou through the frst wear of elementany school.

Set up 3 daily rotine. Asteachers, we always follow the sylabus and assign homewark regulady on designated days. Tests are scheduled on Mondays and
Fridays. A= parents, we can =&t up 3 daily routine and use spare time wizely, like asking our children to memonze 3 word or twain the careach day or while waiting.

Qwr children would then dewvelop @ good mind=et and leam to do things efficienty. Feel fee to contad a teacher with any questions or concems.
There are 3 few things ta remember. Your parents are no longer by wour side a2 wou wander through the hallw ayws

with hundreds= of other student=. Please remember to slow down and @3ke your ime going to your next class — do
niot und Mot onby will you miss out on the colorl posters on the walls, wou might evwen Bl and hurt yourself or bump
into others. M=o, make sure wou hawe ewerything wou need before ywou go to the next dass. The teachers hawve
prepared exciting lessons for you and you do not want to miss anything while you go back to your homeroom to get
the materals wou need. Going tothe bathroom durng dasz=s will alzo take time away from wour leaming. Spend 3 &
minutes before dass or during the breaks to wist the bathroom so that wou don't hawe to miss anything impor3nt .

Leaming to be independent i= a big part of growing up. The teachers will be thers to support wu and to guide
wou through many great esperences. |am sure you will be able to explore your curosties and foster wur cregtivity
while making liklong fiends along the way. Most impor@nthy, | hope wou will @njoy wour Bnglish dasses and dewvelop
a strong passion forleaming. | can't wait to see everyone use what they leam in dass to become more confident with
speaking, reading and wnting in English intheir daily lives. Good ludcto all the Grade 1 students this wear!

Lister to what wour child cares abot the rost. Did wou know that some students are motivated to come to school just to be a leader arto meest their
kindergarten fiends during break time? Or that other students can lose ©oous or something 3= small 3= a missing e@ser? Asteachers and parents we hawe =0 much
to teach our children, and leaming to listen to them and motivating them is the keyto boosting a good leaming attitude.

Sperd gaality tirne together. Leaming English is 3 long joumey, The ime spent with our children is precous! Wi can check the
communication book together, and we can read our Bvonte English books together. Wie cantell our children how much we appreciate their
good work and efiort in reading, writing and presenting. And no matter how much BEnglish we speak at home, our children will ®el our lowe
and b more willing to show ws their wvary best |

Wz ook forward to sharing this rewarding joumey with wou!

Trisa Yours sincerely, Yours sncersly
e Grade One English Teachers Grade One English Teachers
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.ﬂ.ﬂer a Iu:ung sum mer students are e:-:clted tn:n n:u:ume I::uan::k tn:n E::hcuzul to zee old fiends and make
newyones, to engage their minds and experience newthings., WYWe hope vou are tool Are there any
things you look forward to on your fird day of achool? Az you think about them |, let's visit some ather
countriesto learn more about their traditions on the first day of schoaol .

GEI’manyr AR AT R R AR N AR R |:'

In Germany, =chool kids
are diven a large paper or
plagtic cone, or Schultite,
onthe first day of frst grade.
Thiz cone iz decorated, and Polish kidz have to w.ear-.vﬂ’iife and
filled with toys, candy, and black on their frst day of school, Girls
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school supplies. It iz given wear & white blouss wth & I::ulank skirt

to children to celebrate the or pantz, and boys usually wear a vt

heginning of their school There iz an opening cerem ony where In R ussia, the first day of =choal iz on Septem ber
days, and to make the first | students are welcomed into the schoal, Tt ar = ol "Wrowdedge Day".  Students show
day of school more fun and At thiz school, the principal welcom ed :

up to school dressed nicely, and with flowers far their
teachers. The "First Bell"
alzo happens on thiz day:
a first grade qirl =itz on
the shoulders of an 11th
grade boy and rings a bell
all around the schoal.

et ing! students with & huge pencil!
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Cnthe fird day back at school, children excitedly climbed offthe buzes. The
principal warmly greeted them with a smile and a high-fivel Kang Chiao alzo
has a special tradition for Audents on the first day. & beautiful arch of balloons
iz 2et upin the courtyard on the Srd floor. Thizisthe “Taung Chin Gate” (B2ED
F91 or the “Gate of Intelligence and Industry” . Balloons inthe shape of douds
decorate the foot of the gate, while the top iz done in rainbow colars. You may
have naticed that two vegetables hang from either zide of the gate, green onions
and celery. As with many Chinese traditions, these vegetables are chozen
because they share the same sound as the words for  “intelligence” (B2ER - [
&) and “induzstry” (VS RS/ There iz a rhyme that goes along with
the gate, “Touching celery on the left, and scallions on the right, ensures your
achoal year is productive and bright!” (TR ERESEE - SR EHRYHED

The Opening Ceremony dated with Kang Chiao's orchestra plaving inspiring
muzic, and Prindpal Shu followed with motivational words. The achool listened
with interest as both students and teachers alike shared stories about their
summer experiences and adventures.
Whether programming robotz, or hiking
through Nepal, the ahility to speak
Englizh allowed everyone to get the
most out of their experience. Finally,
everyone stood while studentz sang
Kang Chiao's school anthem . English
truly does  “bring you the warldl®
Before we end off, we have a few |
inzpiring words from the teachers here
at Foang Chiao to vou the student .
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