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Learning/the;Structure of Language

Input, Interaction, Output

Grammar is the system of a language; an extensive,
sometimes complicated set of rules for forming the words,
phrases and sentences that govern speech, reading
and writing. The more thoroughly students master the
grammatical system, the more effectively they can use it for
communication.

The Language Learning Process Model illustrates the
process of language acquisition through input, interaction
and output, across which children develop skills in listening,
speaking, reading and writing.

Language Learning Process

Input Interaction Output
. games and speaking and
story or topic ;> activities ;> writing

e SMART Board games
e brainstorming o classroom activities
e debates ® poems
e role-plays ® songs

e reading assignments
e projects
e oral presentations

e group discussions

Learning English grammar may be challenging,
especially for children, as a consequence of its rules
and exceptions. Clear, engaging, and active grammar
instruction however, arouses children’s innate motivation. A
typical grammar lesson may proceed as follows:

() Present

Teachers may begin grammar instruction with group
discussion, debate, brainstorming or role-play about a
particular topic or story. For example, a teacher may share
his or her experience of dining in a food court, and then
prompt children to share their own related experiences.
The teacher might then provide groups of students with
a series of questions, requiring short answers that each
group documents on posters. Finally, the teacher might
circle the verbs on each of the displayed posters as an
introduction to past tense.

() Practice

Understanding
the basic concept of a
grammatical convention
is insufficient; cognition
requires time and practice.
Teacher-designed SMART
Board and other activities
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“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be done

~ Jewvica Huang
Coordinator of International Department

facilitate children’s engagement and provide for practice
and impression. The next class might proceed with reading
and may require that students provide information and
opinions about the reading, utilizing the conventions of past
tense that they learned in the previous lesson.

¢ Perform

One of the goals of our school is that children perform
or present their learning (performance-based learning).
Reading assignments, projects and oral presentations
should illustrate evidence of grammar instruction and
practice. Projects comprise of two tasks: writing and
oral presentation. A project that requires children to
write biographies (for example) should illustrate written
competency for past tense, and during the oral presentation
task, children should illustrate spoken competency for
past tense. Reading assignments, projects and oral
presentations are authentic, creative and meaningful
expressions of learning.
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As teachers, our purpose of teaching is to help our
children to become good language learners. Moreover,
teachers employ many different teaching methods to satisfy
the differing needs of the children in their classrooms;
to ensure that grammar instruction is effective and to
encourage successful and confident English learners.
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without hope and confidence.”-- by Helen Keller
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