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~Gavy Niemandt

Curriculum Coordinator, International Department

Reading is an activity with a purpose. A person may read to gain information, to verify existing knowledge, for
enjoyment, even to enhance knowledge of the language being read. Kang Chiao’s reading program goal is to help
our students become independent and effective readers. Our focuses for teaching reading are: phonics and spelling,
reading comprehension, reading strategies and literary appreciation.

Instruction of phonics helps students to understand the relationships between the letters of written language and the
individual sounds of spoken language. Understanding these relationships helps our students to recognize familiar words
accurately and automatically, and to decode new words. When reading and spelling are taught together, progress is faster
and learning is more secure. Phonics teaches children to read, to spell and to write words.

Reading is an interactive process that goes on between the reader and the text, resulting in comprehension. Instruction
of strategies helps students become effective readers and to have the ability to get information from texts and then to
form their own opinions. Children are better able to comprehend what they are reading when they understand how authors
organize their thoughts. For example, in Reading Street 4.1 in the reading “The Eye of the Storm; Chasing Storms with
Warren Faidley”, discussion of causality, enhances students’ comprehension of the process of the formation of storm
clouds.

During July and August, shifting winds push moisture from the south up into the Arizona desert.

“When the cool, moist air is heated by the hot desert, storm clouds form.”

Another example how strategy instruction assists reading
comprehension is main ideas and details. Every story or
paragraph has a topic. The main idea is the most important
idea about a topic. The pieces of information that tell more
about the main idea are the supporting details. Through
summarizing main ideas and describing the supporting details,
students understand how authors organize their thoughts and
are able to comprehend the content better.

Literary appreciation is the ability to gain understanding
for literature, to understand the value and importance of
literature and to honor, respect and/or to admire the beauty
and complexity of literature. In order to appreciate literature
we must experience pleasure and profit from reading and
listening.

In our reading classes, while students enjoy
great literature; they also gain new knowledge
that will help them in other subject areas. As they
become better readers, they also become better
learners.

RIS October 2012/90th The cloud stood humbly in a corner of the sky, KANG CHIAO BILINGUAL SCHOOL
The morning crowned it with splendour.-- by Tagore



